
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SYLLABUS  

Instructor:  Mr. Brandon Clift     Room Number: H235 

Email: brandonclift@ozarktigers.org    Planning Period: 1A 

       

Course Description: 

Environmental Science is a semester course designed to show thematic connections between a 

variety of science disciplines including biology, chemistry, and physics.  It gives students a coherent and 

realistic picture of the applications of a variety of scientific concepts as they manifest in our 

environment.   During this semester of environmental science, students will focus on human population 

growth, natural resources, and ecosystem dynamics.  The aim of this course to increase students 

knowledge of the environmental challenges of today, while continuing to cultivate scientific critical 

thinking skills. 

 

Course Content Skills and Standards 

A. Science Skills 

Students will: 

 Use science process skills in laboratory or field investigations, including observation, 

classification, communication, metric measurement, prediction, inference and, collecting and 

analyzing data 

 Use traditional reference materials to explore background and historical information regarding a 

scientific concept 

 Learn and use, on a regular basis, standard safety practices for laboratory or field investigations 

 Identify the significance of accurate, precise, and subjective/objective measurements, use of 

reliable tools, safety measure, and career training in environmental monitoring 

B. Course Content Standards 

STUDENTS WILL… 

 Investigate the flow of energy and cycling of matter within an ecosystem and relate these 

phenomena to human society. 

 Demonstrate an understanding that the Earth is one interconnected system. 

 Describe stability and change in ecosystems. 

 Understand and describe availability, allocation and conservation of energy and other 

resources 

 Recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystem and will evaluate the effects 

of human activities and technology on ecosystems  

 

Materials: 

1.  You will need to bring LAPTOP, PAPER, and PENCIL each day to class. 

 

2.  Students will need to purchase a folder/notebook for this class. It will be used to keep handouts and 

assignments.  

 

3. We will be using a classroom set of textbooks for the course. If a student is absent or needs to  

use a text book for studying and/or finishing an assignment, they may check a text book out  

from me. The student will be responsible for returning the book back to me. Failure to do so  

will result in the student purchasing a new text book. 

 

Grading: 

Grades are earned from homework, tests, quizzes, labs, participation, assignments and  research projects. 

There will be a Final exam at the conclusion of the semester.  This exam will be worth 10% of your 

grade. 
 

 The grading scale is 90%-A, 80%-B, 70%-C, 60%-D. 
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Only 60% the credit will be earned for assignments turned in late. 

You will be allowed one test retake for each unit test. 

 

Attendance 
1 Students are expected to be in class EVERY day. 

2. If absent see teacher before class, after class or during advisory for missing assignment. 

3. Students are responsible for assignments, labs, and tests missed. Labs and test may be made up during 

advisory depending on time needed for completion. If more time is required then the student will need to 

schedule a time after school. 

4. If absent, assignments are due the following class period after your return to earn full credit. Only 60% 

the credit will be earned for assignments turned in late.  

 

Conduct 

1. Be respectful to both the teacher and your classmates. This also includes taking  

care of the classroom! Make sure to clean up the classroom before you leave! 

 

2. Class participation is expected.  Inappropriate or negative contributions to the  

class will result in the loss of participation points and/or removal from class.  

Repetitive problems with a student will result in after school detention with me  

and a phone call home. If the problem still persists, then the student will be sent  

directly to the office for further discipline. 

 

3. Organization: Bring your laptop, binder, pencil and paper to class every day.   

 

4. Always be in class on time!  Tardies are counted daily. A tardy is given if you are  

not in the room when the tardy bell rings.  You are given 3 free tardies. On the 

fourth tardy, you will be given a 30 minute after or before school detention with 

me. On the fifth tardy you will be given one day ISS OR one day of ASD with the 

loss of opting out of your final at the end of the semester. 

 

5. Restroom and Nurse Visits: Try to go to the restroom/nurse before class starts.  

Students are expected to stay in the classroom from bell to bell. There will NO passes given during the 

first or last 10 minutes of class. 

 

6. Cheating is not acceptable! When evidence of cheating occurs, the offense will  

result in the student/students losing all credit for the assignment. Future offenses  

will result in an office referral and a call home. (STUDENT HANDBOOK) 

 

7. Cell phones are not to be used or out during class time! Cell phones are a large  

distraction to other students and myself so they should remain put away AT ALL TIMES.   

(SEE STUDENT HANDBOOK) 

 
 


